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Once upon a time when turtle was new, 
he did not have a shell. Turtle would take a 
walk on the beach every day. One day he 
passed Hermit Crab.

Hermit Crab said “Hi turtle you stink 
because you have no shell.”

Turtle sighed and shrugged his shoulders 
while his feelings sank. Turtle stayed home 
for three days. 



When he decided to take a walk he saw 
Snail. 

Turtle said, “Hi snail. Good morning.”

Snail answered “Hi like my shell because I 
don’t like you because you have no shell.” 

Turtle sighed and went home. When he 
got home he locked the door and started 
crying. This time he did not walk for five 
days. 



When he finely came out of his house he 
saw Horsehoe Crab. 

Turtle said, “Good day.” 

Horseshoe Crab answered, “No one likes 
you because you have no shell.” 

So turtle started to swim In the night.     

Every day and night he would swim in the 
ocean. But wherever he went he was made 
fun of because he had no shell. Each time he 
was made fun of he would go home and cry. 



But finally one day he came out of 
his house. He got the same response 
everyone started to laugh at the 
rocks that were taped to his back. So 
he went back inside. 

One night a star fairy came and 
asked, “Why are you crying turtle?”

Turtle answered, “Everyone makes 
fun of me.” 

“Well the more you stand up for 
yourself, the thicker your shell will 
grow,” said fairy.

Then POOF, the fairy disappeared.



The next morning, he saw snail. 

Snail said, “You should go back in 
your house and cry little baby.”

Turtle said, “I know I am not a baby. 
You are the one acting like a baby.”

Snail turned red and slithered away. 
Turtle grew a thin layer of shell.



Turtle went to Hermit Crab and said, 
“Look at my new shell.”

Hermit Crab said, “It is so ugly and thin. 
Look at how mine is big and beautiful.”

Turtle replied, “Why are you making fun 
of me when I have a shell now?”

Hermit said, “Well it is ugly!”

Turtle said, “I don’t care if it you think it 
is ugly. I think it is beautiful. You would 
never be happy or nice to me.”

Hermit Crab was embarrassed and 
waddled away.

Turtle’s shell grew bigger and thicker.



Horseshoe Crab saw Turtle and 
said, “Your shell looks so weird on 
your skinny back.”

Turtle confidently said, “I’m tired 
of being fun of. If you don’t have 
anything nice to say, don’t say 
anything at all. I will hang out with 
people who are nice to me.”

Horseshoe Crab said, “I’m sorry for 
making fun of you.”

Turtle said, “Thank you”. His shell 
grew thick and beautiful. That’s how 
turtle got his shell.


